COUTTS TROTTER
laboratory. He was elected to a lectureship in Science in Trinity College in 1869, to a tutorship in 1871, and was Vice-Master at the time of his death. He was not, however, particularly successful either as lecturer or tutor, and he did very little original research. His real work was the help and sympathy he gave to all schemes which seemed to him likely to promote the study of science either in the College or in the University. He had great influence in both ; he took a very prominent part in the affairs of the College, while in the University lie was a Member of the Council of the Senate continuously from 1874 until his death, and also a member of every syndicate that was concerned in any way with science. I think he must have spent a large fraction of his time in attending the meetings of these bodies. He was a most useful man on a committee : he knew his own mind and could express his ideas clearly and was exceptionally skilful in drafting resolutions. He was invariably courteous, even when, as was sometimes the case, his proposals met with fierce opposition, which was not always very politely expressed. One who worked with him on many committees, said that it was always he who formed the first plan and drafted the final report. His services to science were not limited to his work on committees ; he took a great interest in the planning and erection of the many laboratories which were built in his time. When the plans of the Cavendish Laboratory were under consideration, he went with Clerk Maxwell on visits to many physical laboratories, so that the new laboratory might be brought abreast of recent progress. Michael Foster has testified to the interest he took in the construction of the new Physiological Laboratory and the laboratories for Botany and Zoology, and the value of his suggestions. One very 281